School of Computing
PhD Qualifyingexamnation Policy
USAGraduate SchodDegree Reqguement
1.5 “Each student will be evaluated to ensure achievement of program outcomes. This evaluation may
be in the form of a comprehensive exam or other measurement tools. If unsatisfactory, after
corrective action, the evaluation may be repeated ontbe comprehensive exam committee must

be comprised of at least 3 graduate faculty membdfer details see specific prograrms.

http://www.southalabama.edu/bulletin/current/collegeschools/graduateschool/index.html

All School of ComputinghDstudents after the completion of their six (&pre PhD coursesye
required to pass a qualifyirexam prior to beginning their dissertation coursework (CIS 799)

The policies for the PhD in Computing qualifying esaenspecified belowAny exceptions to
thesepolicies require prior approval of the School of Computing Director of Graduate Programs.

School of Computing Phb Computingstudentswill comply with this requirement by achieving

a PASS of a Qualifying Examinatioweringthe six (6 all PhDin Computing Students. Tt
be scheduled through the studestdissertation committee chairpers@s soon as
after the completion of the program’s six (6) core courses

X The student’s dissertation chair will be responsible for compiling the Q
containing at least one questidocused on thesubject area of ach of the
PhD courses

o The chair may consult with members of the comprehensive exa
which is made up of the members of the student’s dissertation ¢
the exam questions

o0 The chair may also consult with the graduate faculty members t
courseson the exam questions.

X The student will have 30 days to compile appropriately researched wri
these questions

0 The response to each question should be betwedhpagegdouble
length. Please do not exceed 10 pages in length for any questi

o All responses must be appropriately documented and cited.
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o0 The response will be submitted to the student’s disggon chair in the form of

one Word document.

o0 Asking for external help on the Qualifying Exam questions from any source,

personalelectronic,or otherwise, is an academic misconduct offense
considered cheating and is cause for dismissal from the PhD program.

X Once the responses are returned to the dissertation chair, they wiMaguated by the
committee chair.
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The chair may consult with the members of the comprehensive exam committee
on the appropriateness of the responses

The chair maylsoconsult with the graduate faculty membeesaching the core
courseson the appropriateness of the responses

x Studentsare required to receive a passing score on all questions of the PhD auglifyi

exam.
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A student, who does not pass all questions of the exam, willbeved after
corrective actiorto retake the exanone additional time

The second attempt wiltontain only questions related tthe subject(s)they did
not passon their first attempt.

A student who fails to pasdl areas the qualifying exam within the two (2)
attempts will be dismissed from the program.

A student whofails to pass the qualifyingxam within a ten(10) year period will
be dismssed from the program.
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