
SBIR/STTR: FAQs 
 
The following FAQs are intended to guide members of the University of South Alabama 

research community in addressing and, if possible, resolving, the potential conflict 
issues that may arise when they want to participate in SBIR or STTR funded research. 

 
 
How Do I Alert the University to My Potential Startup? 
University of South Alabama employees who are interested in working with a small 
company that wants to apply for SBIR or STTR funding are encouraged to contact 
Sponsored Projects Administration or the Office of Commercialization and Industry 
Collaboration. 
 
Additionally, addressing potential conflicts early protects you and the institution. 
Early discussions between faculty and the Office of Research Compliance and 
Assurance focus on the “relatedness” of the company’s work to ongoing University 
research, the IP licensed to the Company, and the nature of the faculty’s members 
financial interest(s) in the startup.  
 
Can the University of South Alabama submit an application for an SBIR or 
STTR contract or grant? 
 
Although many SBIR and STTR applications include subcontracts to universities, 
under federal regulations, only small businesses may apply for SBIR and STTR 
funding.  STTR guidelines require the small business applicant to formally 
collaborate with a University or non-profit research institute. SBIR guidelines 
indicate that this is optional. 
 





submission of applications for research support in this way requires an exception to 



between their University responsibilities and other interests or obligations. 
Additionally, outside employment should not interfere with the performance of 
employees’ University duties.  This policy has been interpreted to mean that an 
employee should not devote any of his/her University of South Alabama working 
time or use any University resources—including his/her office or office 
equipment—to conduct company (i.e., non-University) business. A number of 
factors, including the employee’s University responsibilities and proposed company 
responsibilities, the nature of the company, and the company’s relationship to the 
University, need to be considered. Staff employees (including students who also 
hold staff titles), and non-faculty academic employees who (a) are considering 
involvement in outside responsibilities for a small business SBIR or STTR applicant 
or (b) 



or eliminating the conflict so that the research support can be accepted. The 
University of South Alabama recharge facilities (sales and service activities) that 
have 
ET
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