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The program contains the names of candidates for degrees and tentative 
honors for those who may be eligible. Inclusion in the program does not 
constitute evidence of completion of the required program of study for 

awarding the degree, certification or honors. 
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 UNIVERSITY LEADERSHIP 

DEANS PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL 

Kathy J. Cooke, Honors College 

Susan Gordon-Hickey, Interim, Pat Capps 
Co



  
 

  
    

 
        

       
 

  
  

      
     

      
    

     
   

    
 

    
               
                  

              
  

                
      

 
   

               
                 

  
              

               
            

   

               
                

  

     
       

  



 
             

                

 
              

             

               
              

  
              

ACADEMIC REGALIA 

Academic regalia can be traced back to European universities and ecclesiastical practices of 
the Middle Ages. As early as 1321, costumes identified the status of the wearer. In addition to 
signaling differences of degree, the garments had functional purposes, providing necessary warmth 
in sparsely heated buildings. 

Regalia differentiate among the three degree levels used by our University; bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degrees. Common to all three levels is the headwear; the familiar square black 
mortarboard, although soft velvet tams may be worn by those holding doctorates. The gowns 
appropriate to the three ranks differ in the shape of the sleeves and in the special trim found on the 
doctoral gown. The bachelor’s gown, which is unadorned, has wide sleeves that are pointed at the 
bottom. The master’s gown has curiously designed sleeves, which are elongated at the rear and reach 
downward to the gown’s bottom hem. The doctoral gown has bell-shaped sleeves and is distinctively 
trimmed with velvet facings down the front and three velvet bars on each sleeve. These trimmings 
may be black or the color appropriate to the discipline in which the degree was awarded. 



 
       

 
       

 
 

  

   

 
       

DEGREE CANDIDATES 



   
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREE 

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL 
J. Harold Pardue, Ph.D., Dean and Associate Vice President, Academic Affairs 

Stephen Louis Aita 
BS, Liberty University, 2013 
MS, Loyola University Maryland, 2015 

Clinical & Counseling Psychology 
Dissertation: Neuropsychological Intra-Individual Variability: Review and Meta-Analysis in 
Clinical Adult Services 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Amanda Rose Canatsey 
BA, Stetson University, 2000 
MLS, Rollins College, 2010 
MED, Georgia College and State University, 2012 

Instructional Design & Development 
Dissertation: Impact of Faculty Perceptions of the Power and Authority Connection on Use of 
Power Sharing Techniques 
Major Professor: Dr. James Van Haneghan 

Timothy D. Carroll 
BA, Georgia College, 2006 
MA, University of West Georgia, 2014 

Clinical and Counseling Psychology 
Dissertation: 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Aaron Paul Macy 
BS, Florida Institute of Technology, 2011 

Marine Sciences 
Dissertation: Functional Shifts with Tropicalization in Marsh-Mangrove Ecotones 
Major Professor: Dr. Just Cebrian 

Hameedullah Baig Mirza 
BT, Nimra College of Engineering and Technology, 2006 
MSEE, University of South Alabama, 2008 

Instructional Design and Development 
Dissertation: An Exploration of the Usefulness of Virtual Reality as an Approach to Helping 
Students with Intellectual Disability Navigate Campus Transit Systems 
Major Professor: Dr. James Van Haneghan 

Ariana Loyce Mitchell 
BS, Xavier University of Louisiana, 2015 
MS, University of South Alabama, 2017 

Clinical Counseling & Psychology 
Dissertation: Body Image and Mental Health Among Black Women: Examining Culture-Specific 
Factors 
Major Professor: Dr. James Stefurak 

Cinta Maria Papke 
BSBS, University of South Alabama, 2017 

Basic Medical Sciences 
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Kelly R. Smith 
BA, University of South Alabama, 2012 

Basic Medical Sciences 
Dissertation: Characterization of the In Vitro Cellular Effects of Dihydroxyacetone 
Major Professor: Dr. Natalie Gassman 

Lana Vukadin 
BS, University of Mobile, 2015 

Basic Medical Sciences 
Dissertation: The Function of SON in Hematopoietic Disorders 
Major Professor: Dr. Aishwarya Prakash 

John Thomas Wade 
BS, Mississippi State University, 1995 
ME, University of Maryland, 2014 

Systems Engineering 
Dissertation: An Engineered System for Suppression of Large-Scale Wildfires 
Major Professor: Dr. Henry Lester 
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